Announcing…

Friends of CASPS Mixer!
Please join us for a casual get
together,
share drinks, munchies and
laughter,
And Support Success for Armenian
Youth in Public Schools.
Bring Family, Friends, Colleagues,
Cousins…

Thursday, April 12, 2018
6:30 to 9:30
Glen Arden Club

K-6 Intervention/Prevention Clinical
Group Counseling Program
Initiated by CASPS and Dr. Ida Karayan in the year 2000,
this innovative Play/Create/Talk behavior modification
program, is presently offered at three GUSD elementary
schools: Columbus, Edison, and Muir. Since 2005, it has
been partially funded by a Community Block Grant,
and is administered jointly by CASPS and the City
of Glendale. Students in need of social and academic
assistance are referred to CASPS for weekly group
sessions; the Psychologist and her interns, conduct age
appropriate activities which are designed to help students
develop self-discipline, improved social skills, and
academic responsibility. The main goal of the program is
to pave the way to a smooth transition to middle school,
acceptable behavior, as well as adequate responses
to teachers’ directions, and homework assignments.
This is our signature sought after program. Since its
inception, our participants have shown an average rate
of 80-90% improvement in behavior and school success.

CASPS

CASPS is in the process of expanding its services to middle school students,
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with a new program entitled “Bridge to High School.” This new step is
based on years of experience with Clinical Group Counseling services
to elementary students, the “Yes I Can” tutoring project for high school
students, and the conclusion that the teen years in middle school, deserve
equal attention. One of the goals of the program is to provide support
to students as early as their first year in middle school, so as to provide
assistance and preparation for the high school years. CASPS is presently
piloting the Bridge to High School Program at Roosevelt Middle School,
for sixth and seventh graders who are exhibiting apathy towards school,
teachers, and overall academic responsibility. For some at-risk middle
school students, the pilot program aims to provide opportunities for selfdevelopment, academic discipline, and overall readiness for high school.

Honoring GUSD High Achieving Seniors
On April 26, 2017, CASPS hosted its 21st annual
community gathering, in honor of 190 GUSD’s Best, at
the Glendale Adult Recreation Center. The audience
included educational leaders
and families; Archbishop M.
Mardirossian, and representatives
of
various
community
Archbishop Mardirossian
organizations. Keynote speaker,
Mrs. Vivian Ekchian, Superintendent of LAUSD Local
District Northwest, delivered a very well received message
describing her journey as an immigrant, her love of
education, and how our honorees can also reach for their
Vivian Ekchian
own stars, by applying universal ingredients of dedication
and unrelenting work, in their quest for high levels of personal and professional
achievements. Arin Sarkissian delighted everyone with a composition by Komitas
on the flute; GUSD Superintendent Winfred Roberson congratulated the students,
wishing them success and expressing
appreciation for Armenian family
values. Students with the highest
GPAs spoke about their next steps
and received monetary gifts from
AEF, the sponsoring organization.
CASPS Board Member, Mrs. Annette
Zarian, presented certificates of
achievement from CASPS, and
commendations from elected officials.
Monetary awards recipients

Leadership Workshop: Connecting to Your Community

Honoring High Achieving High School Students
LAUSD Local District Northeast and Northwest
On May 19, 2017, CASPS held the 11th annual reception in honor of all high achieving sophomores,
juniors and seniors, at East Valley High School, in North Hollywood. CASPS Executive Director Arsineh
Hovannisian opened the event with the pledge of allegiance; MC Arthur Kasumyan invited Archbishop
Moushegh Mardirossian to offer an invocation, and Anzhela Mesrobyan performed Arno Babajanian’s Elegia
on the piano. The auditorium was filled to capacity with families, administrators, educators and district
personnel. LAUSD Local District Northeast Superintendent Linda Del Cueto spoke words of praise for
students, teachers and families, and the dual language kindergarten class of Mountain View Elementary
School delighted everyone with an amazing vocal performance. Once again, LAUSD Local District Northwest
Superintendent, Mrs. Vivian Ekchian, touched everyone with a keynote address, which resonated deeply
with the multigenerational audience. Amy Bazikian, counselor at Grant High School, invited Art Contest
participants to explain their interpretations of the contest’s theme: “My Favorite Childhood Story.” Four
young ladies performed a beautiful Armenian dance; several LAUSD Board of Education members lauded
CASPS and its mission, and Mr. Steve Zimmer, the outgoing Board President, sent a positive and emotional
farewell message to students and colleagues alike. Shakeh Ayvazyan and Anna Keshishyan presented
honorees to the attendees; as always, seniors with the highest GPAs, spoke about their plans for the future
and received monetary gifts from the sponsoring organization, AEF. All honorees introduced themselves on
stage, and were given colorful commendations from elected officials, and beautiful certificates from CASPS.
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CASPS held its annual workshop for juniors on May 18, 2017, at the Western Prelacy campus in La Crescenta.
Following registration and continental breakfast, CASPS Board Member Medea Kalognomos welcomed
the students and spoke about the theme of the workshop. Entrepreneur and Technology Advisor Al Eisaian,
engaged the participants in an interactive activity,
which drove home the concept of community and
teamwork. Mayor of Glendale, Paula Devine, spoke
about the importance of taking community work
seriously and encouraged them to look for volunteer
opportunities. Director of the Institute of Armenian
Studies at USC, Salpi Ghazarian’s talk entitled “How to
Take Your Mother To College with You,” illustrated the
issue of immigrant parents’ lack of familiarity with the
American university system, and the unwitting pressure
imposed on their children, and how to better manage
Leadership workshop participants
it. Elen Asatryan of ANC offered ideas for internships
as positive avenues for self-knowledge, career planning, connection with, and contribution to the community.
One of our participants, Samvel Krajian, wrote a thank you note to Mrs. Kalognomos saying:
“after attending the CASPS leadership workshop, I had begun to understand
the importance of volunteering and giving back to the community. At the
meeting, I was introduced to a representative from the ANCA, who informed
us of all the ways we can help the organization which would ultimately lead
to helping the Armenian community. As a volunteer, I was motivated by the
gratification of being a part of an organization with aspirations and beliefs
parallel to my own, as well as the cognition of how much change I alone
could make in such a large and dispersed organization. While volunteering
at the ANCA I gained knowledge, skills, and relationships that will last a
lifetime, my goal to help Armenia and its diaspora turned into a boundless
passion. My volunteering experience at the ANCA will always be cherished.”
Samvel Krajian & Mrs. K.

“Yes, I Can” Tutoring Program
The “Yes, I Can” tutoring program, first conceived in 2011, has continued to offer private tutoring to high
school sophomores of Armenian descent in the Glendale Unified School District. We work with counselors in
Glendale High School and Hoover High School to identify students in need of academic assistance. The goal
of the program continues to be, but is not limited to, providing young adolescents with academic assistance in
Algebra, Geometry, Biology, Chemistry, English and History. While this service is provided pro bono to students
at risk of failure, CASPS must raise funds to employ university students (6 for the past year), who are carefully
screened, selected, and paid to visit the homes of the students twice weekly for one-hour sessions. Although
our tutors work to identify and fill areas of academic need, they also act as positive role models. Helping
students achieve academic success also builds a healthy self-esteem, which we hope will impact their future.

Mountain View Kindergarten performers

CASPS is actively recruiting tutors for the 2018-19 school year.

