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Board News 

CASPS is proud to announce that former elementary school principal, 
Amaly Avakian, has joined its executive team.  Ms. Avakian was born in 
Germany, grew up in San Francisco, received a BA from Berkeley, and a 
teaching credential from SF State College.  While teaching in SF public and 
private schools, she became highly skilled at balancing work, motherhood, 
and active involvement on the Krouzian Zakarian school board.  In1981, 
Amaly moved to Glendale and joined GUSD, where she worked as a 

Teacher Specialist, completed a Masters in Educational Administration, and was promoted to 
the position of Principal, at Franklin and Muir elementary schools.  Until her retirement in 2009, 
she dedicated more than two decades to the social and academic well-being of countless young-
sters. Ms. Avakian has served on the Mesrobian and Chamlian school boards, and has been a 
member of APS and AEF. Presently, in addition to working with CASPS, Amaly is a sought-after 
volunteer at Glenoaks and Eagle Rock Magnet schools. All of us on Team CASPS appreciate her 
sharp mind, her easy-going work style, as well as the wealth of experience she brings to our 
programs, and to our youth in public schools.  

Happy Spring! 

We Wish You  
Health 

Joy & Prosperity 

Honoring GUSD High Achieving Seniors 

On May 26, 2016, CASPS held the 20th annual community event at the Glendale Adult Recrea-
tion Center.  The audience included families, GUSD officials, Archbishop Moushegh 
Mardirossian, representatives of community organizations, school principals and counselors. 

Mr. Zanku Armenian, Director of Public Affairs for 
Southern California Edison, delivered an inspiring 
keynote address, encouraging the honorees to pur-
sue their dreams and stay close to the community. 
The audience gave a rousing applause to Preny Rigan-
ian’s performance of Khachaturian at the piano, and 
twin siblings Aureen and Aurianna Aghajanian dazzled 
everyone with their ballroom dancing moves. GUSD 
Superintendent Winfred Roberson, spoke eloquently 

about the importance of lifelong learning, 
expressing special appreciation for the hon-
orees’ academic strengths and Armenian 
family values.  The awards portion of the 
program began with personal messages by 
seniors with the highest GPAs, and mone-
tary gifts presented to them by AEF and 
CASPS.  They were followed by seniors 
from each high school walking on stage, in-
troducing themselves, and receiving certifi-
cates of achievement from CASPS, and col-
orful commendations from elected officials.   "XBSET�SFDJQJFOUT�XJUI�"&'�3FQ��1BSPVJS�"LPQJBO 

    Keynote speaker Zanku Armenian 

CASPS is grateful to all those who contributed to the 2016 fund raiser in 
person or in absentia. Thanks to our loyal supporters, CASPS is able to 
fulfill its mission, and marks 23 years of continuous service to students in 
public schools. Please consider making your 2017 tax deductible gift before 
the end of the current school year. Remember, your gifts keep our pro-
grams alive and our kids doing better at school and at home.   

CASPS and our youth in public schools need your help! 

Support CASPS 
Visit 

www.casps.org 

  Friends of CASPS Get-together 

The April 17, 2016 fundraiser was held at the home of Eddie and Laura Atoian.  More than 120 CASPS supporters en-
joyed a balmy spring afternoon among blooming rose bushes, background music on the piano by Karine Varuzhanyan 
and two of her students, the wafting aroma of traditional Mexican cuisine, free flowing beverages, and plentiful home-
made salads, appetizers and desserts. Team CASPS gave an annual report followed by short speeches, heartfelt kudos, 
songs with the crystalline voice of Diana Dzhangiryan, and a fun magic show by Zareh Gorjian. Speaking on behalf of 
GUSD’s Board of Education, President Nayiri Nahabedian shared appreciation for CASPS’ presence  in the community.   



GUSD Art Contest 2016

The awards reception for the 9th 
annual contest was held on Decem-
ber 8th, at the GUSD Boardroom. The 
awards selection process was 
conducted by Judges Caroline Tufen-
kian-Lais, Harry Vorperian, and Jaclyn 
Scott, Principal of Mountain Avenue 
Elementary School. 18 young artists 
presented their interpretation of the 
theme, “Your Favorite Book or 
Childhood Story,” and spoke about 
the memories that helped realize 
their works. Ms. Scott warmly 
congratulated contest participants, 
then addressed the audience with a 
message of support for families, and 
the importance of instilling love for art 
and education, in parallel with all 
other worthy endeavors. All contest 
participants received accolades, as well 
as monetary gifts from CASPS.

Honoring High Achieving Seniors 
LAUSD Local District Northeast 

On May 24, 2016, CASPS held the 10th annual 
community event at Grant High School. The auditorium 
was filled with families, district personnel, educators and 
administrators. The keynote address given by Alice 
Petrossian, Vice-Chair, LA County Women’s 
Commission, included vignettes from her own 
experience as a young immigrant, her education, and the 
central role of family and community. Art Contest 
awards recipients were recognized, and offered 
explanations for their individual interpretations of the 
theme “Armenian Alphabet and Me.”  Heartfelt applause 
was given to Mariam Boyadjian of Grant for singing 
Kilikia, as well as to Grant and Verdugo Hills dancers, for

performing “Ashugh Sazov.”  Superintendents 
Vivian Ekchian and Byron Maltez expressed 
pride in the students’ academic achievements, 
and offered warm words of appreciation to 
their families and teachers. As always, seniors 
with the highest GPAs addressed everyone 
with personal messages, and received 
monetary gifts from AEF and CASPS. All 
honorees introduced themselves on stage, 
received certificates from CASPS, and beautiful 
commendations from elected officials. 

Keynote Speaker Alice Petrossian, Local Sup. Vivian Ekchian, AEF Rep. 
Parouir Akopian, CASPS members with academic awards recipients

AEF Rep. P. Akopian, CASPS members with Art Contest award recipients

Leadership Workshop 

CASPS conducted a Workshop entitled "Connecting to Your Community," on March 12, 2016, for LAUSD high school 
students in Local District North East and North West. Over forty students from high schools in the San Fernando Valley 
area began the day with “I Am My Community,” an interactive activity lead by CASPS  Co-Chair, Medea Kalognomos, 
and Grant High School Counselor, Amy Bazikian, which encouraged them to discuss issues of concern and ways to re-
solve them. LAUSD-ESC North West’s Superintendent, Mrs. Vivian Ekchian, spoke about her personal story as an immi-
grant, the challenges she faced, and her ascen-
sion to educational leadership as local Superin-
tendent for one of the largest Districts in the 
State of California. She shared information about 
academic resources within LAUSD, and 
encouraged the students to explore  community 
involvement opportunities. 

Assembly member, Adrin Nazarian shared the 
importance of volunteering in different com-
munity organizations, his personal story and his 
responsibilities as an elected official. Interna-
tional trial attorney, Mark Geragos also empha-
sized the importance of community involvement 
as a major factor in his professional success.
Elen Asatryan Executive Director of ANCA 
informed the students about the vital role it plays in the community, the importance of voting and having your voice 
heard in the political arena. Armenian Youth Federation representatives, Puzant Berberian and Karin Shatikian emphasized 
the importance of civic engagement, and provided students with resources in the San Fernando Valley, greater Los Angeles, 
Armenia and diaspora. Last but not least, recognized technology entrepreneurs, Mr. Alfred Eisaian and Ms. Nishe 
Modoyan, energized everyone with an account of the key factors that contributed to their many successes, emphasizing 
the pursuit of advanced higher education, and giving back to the community.

By all accounts, all participants found the presentations spanning the fields of education, politics and business, exciting and 
informative. All evaluations ended with requests for more workshops in the future. 

K-6 Intervention/Prevention Clinical 
Group Counseling Program 
This innovative program was initiated by CASPS 
and Dr. Ida Karayan; it was piloted at GUSD’s 
Muir Elementary School, in 2000. Since 2005, it 
has been partially funded by a Community Block 
Grant, administered by the City of Glendale. 
Teachers refer students in need of social and 
academic support, and once a week, mental 
health professionals engage them in age 
appropriate play/create/talk activities which help 
them develop self-discipline, improve social skills, 
and academic responsibility. The main goal of the 
program is to pave the way for a smooth 
transition to middle school, and the critical teen 
years. Since its inception, the participants’ average 
rate of improvement has been a steady 80- 88%.  
CASPS is currently conducting this program in 
three GUSD elementary schools.  

“Yes, I Can” Tutoring Program 

In 2011, CASPS launched the in-home tutoring project for high school 
sophomores. Since then, we have expanded our services to include 
juniors and work directly with school counselors who refer at-risk 
students to our program. Our tutors are college or university students, 
and are carefully screened and selected. The service we provide is free 
for the families, but the tutors we employ are paid by CASPS. Tutors 
visit students’ homes for one-hour sessions, twice a week, and report 
regularly to CASPS Board members. In the 2015–16, our cadre of 
tutors helped 20 students overcome roadblocks to graduation from 
high school.  Currently, college students Pamela Kachian, Melanie 
Sinany, Armenak Parsadanyan, are conducting in-home assistance in 
Algebra, Geometry, Biology, Chemistry, and English. 

We are proud of the fact that the tutoring we provide impacts the 
lives of our students in more ways than one, as our tutors become 
role models who inspire the students to work hard, develop study 
skills, and experience success and healthy self-esteem. 

CASPS is actively recruiting tutors for the 2017-18 school year. 
Please contact us:  info@casps.org ; 818-249-5044. 

LAUSD Local Dist. Workshop participants with CASPS members & presenters�


