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Board News
In 2015, CASPS was involved in helping other schools elucidate policy and criteria for the
implementation of student support services, and student recognition events. In addition to our
ongoing programs, the past year was extra busy with multiple projects surrounding the 100th
year of the Armenian Genocide. The sincere expressions of hundreds of multi-ethnic students
who participed in the Genocide’s commemoration, painted a rich canvas of the values CASPS
has shared with the community for more than two decades.
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CASPS 20TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
On January 20, 2015, the community gathered at Anoush Restaurant to pay tribute to CASPS.
The education community was widely represented by GUSD’s Board of Education, school
principals, counselors, LAUSD faculty and staff, and GCC and CSUN professionals. Also in
attendance were representatives of businesses, community and professional organizations, and
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CASPS’ family of friends and supporters. Event Chair Laura Atoian, and Master of Ceremonies
Alex Kalognomos, welcomed the guests, bringing everyone’s attention to the beautiful items of
the silent auction, which included exquisite embroideries and quilts made by our supporters;
framed art work, jewelry and more. Archpriest Vazgen Atmajian opened the event with an
invocation; everyone enjoyed a delicious and healthy meal, Osheen Manukyan delighted the
audience on the cello, Kathy Funduki seemed to take flight with her beautiful dance of the blue
bird, and comedian Ara Basil’s routine about Armenian family and cultural quirks was received
with deep belly laughs from all. Ani Kevorkian’s documentary video featuring CASPS, students
and families, captivated everyone’s full attention. Archbishop Mardirossian recognized CASPS
Co-Chairs Rouben Gourjian and Medea Kalognomos for two decades of dedicated service to
our youth in public schools, and presented them with beautiful commemorative plaques.
Rouben Gourjian thanked each member of the Board for their commitment; expressed
heartfelt words of appreciation for Executive Director Arsineh Hovannisian, and presented her
with a plaque citing her selfless professionalism of fifteen years.

GUSD and CASPS
Centennial Project
To commemorate the 100th year of
the Armenian Genocide, GUSD
Superintendent, Dr. Richard Sheehan,
initiated a district wide competition
for all students in grades 4-12. The
project included contests in Art, Digital
Media, Essay and Poetry, and was
assigned to CASPS and Dr. Sebastian
Puccio, Coordinator of Administrative
Services. Hundreds of students of all
backgrounds and ethnicities submitted
entries in all categories. GUSD and
CASPS Board members evaluated and
selected finalists and winners in each
rubric, and for all school levels. The
winning entries were recognized at
an awards ceremony on March 24,
2015. Art finalists became a traveling
exhibit, which were displayed at the
Pacific Edison Community Center,
and at the John Wayne Performing
Arts Center. CASPS extends sincere
gratitude to Drs. Sheehan and Puccio,
to the GUSD Board of Education, and
to Ms. Jackie Scott for their initiative,
their caring leadership, and for providing
a timely platform for discussion about
injustice and crimes against humanity.

A sampling of Art Contest’s winning entries

Elementary level Essay and Poetry contest winners

Burtis E. Taylor Community Education Award
CASPS is proud to share that on May 19, 2015, in a ceremony held at its Board of Education chambers, the Glendale
Unified School District, honored CASPS with this prestigious award, initiated in 1982, and given annually to “an individual or
community organization whose service and support have contributed significantly to the high quality of Glendale
Schools.” The award citing CASPS “Committee for Armenian Students in Public Schools” has been engraved on a
perpetual plaque, located in the lobby of GUSD’s Administration Center.
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Leadership Workshop "Connecting to Your Community"
On November 7, 2015, CASPS held its traditional Leadership Development Workshop for GUSD high school juniors, at
the Western Prelacy campus in La
Crescenta. LA County Diversity
Manager Flora Wiegers, opened the
workshop and acted as facilitator;
Serial Entrepreneur and Environmental
Activist Alfred Eisaian, and Robotics
Developer Paolo Pirjanian, shared their
experiences and outlook on leadership,
conducted activities with emphasis on
“Connecting to Your Community,” and
strongly encouraged the participants
to pursue their dreams. Most
Workshop leaders with participants and CASPS organizers
importantly, by being there, they
modeled staying close and giving back to the community. Suren Seropian, CSUN’s Director of Development spoke
about scholarships and new ties with the American University of Armenia, AUA, and CSUN’s Armenian Student
Association President, Christine Dashdemirians, gave a detailed account of campus life and leadership opportunities. The
evaluations indicated 98% positive ratings, and requests for a follow-up.

“Yes, I Can” Tutoring Program
The “Yes, I Can” tutoring program was launched and piloted during the 2011-12 school year.
Our goal was to help under-achieving high school sophomores improve their grades and
close the door on failure and the danger of dropping out of high school. To identify students,
CASPS works directly with school counselors and
teachers; and since this is an after school in-home
service, CASPS conducts meetings with families,
answering questions, explaining requirements and
assisting with the completion of forms. To
conduct the program, CASPS employs university
students who are carefully screened and selected.
Tutors work one-on-one with students, twice a
week for one-hour sessions. They are supervised
Program leaders: A. Hacopian and A. Zarian
by CASPS Board members, and must submit
weekly progress reports. In 2014-15, we
employed 5 tutors, and worked with 21
students. Our tutoring program is free to the
families, but our tutors are paid on an hourly
basis. Since the program’s inception, CASPS
tutors have provided in-home assistance in
Algebra, Geometry, Biology, Chemistry,
English, and History. We are proud of the fact
that in addition to academic assistance, our
tutors serve as role models, who illustrate the
importance of setting goals, working hard, and
having the right attitude. Thanks to them, our
Tutors: Nelli Astvatsatrian, Naris Barseghian,
students develop study skills, taste academic
Sisian Ghahramanians, Lilit Mkrtchyan, Serah
success and enjoy healthy self-esteem.
Mirzaeian, Vahan Safaryan.
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K-6 Intervention/
Prevention Clinical
Group Counseling
This is our organization’s
signature Behavior
Modification program. It
was developed by Dr.
Ida Karayan, and piloted
in the year 2000. Since
2005, it has been
partially funded by a
Community
Block
Grant, administered by
the City of Glendale.
The overarching goal of
the program is “nipping
failure in the bud,” and
helping academically
challenged elementary
students make a smooth
transition to middle
school and the critical
teen years. Throughout
the years, the I.P.
Program has resulted in
80-88% improvement in
acceptable behavior,
academic responsibility,
improved grades, and
positive self image.

Honoring GUSD High Achieving Seniors
On May 14, 2015 CASPS honored seniors graduating
with GPAs of 3.5 or better. Families, teachers,
administrators and community representatives came
together to acknowledge GUSD academic stars;
Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian offered
blessings; keynote speaker, attorney Vatche
Thomassian shared stories about his personal and
professional journey; four seniors with the highest
GPAs spoke about their vision for the future, and
received monetary awards sponsored by the
Armenian Educational Foundation. All honorees
received certificates of achievement from CASPS
and several state and city elected officials.

Visit
ww
Viswit.
casww
ps.owrg
.
casps.org

Award recipients with Archbishop Madirossian, AEF
representative Mr. Akopyan, and CASPS Board members
L. Atoian and M. Kalognomos

Keynote Speaker: Vatche Thomassian, Esq.

Honoring LAUSD ESC North High Achieving High School Students
On May 28, 2015, CASPS honored Armenian students in grades 9-12 who had maintained GPAs of 3.5 or better. A
filled to capacity auditorium at Grant High School included District leaders, school administrators, families and
communi ty representatives. On behalf of Archbishop Mardirossian, Archpriest Pehlivanian opened the event with special
blessings for the success of our youth, and the strength of the family and community. Keynote speaker Nora Hovsepian,
delivered an inspirational talk; all honorees received certificates from CASPS; graduating seniors also received
commendations from elected officials, and seniors with the highest GPAS were given monetary awards sponsored by
the AEF. The highlight of the event was an Art Contest commemorating the 100th Anniversary of the Genocide.

Keynote speaker: Nora Hovsepian, Esq.

Award recipients with Prelacy representative Mr. Babikian,
Superintendents Maltez and Ekchian, and CASPS Board
member Laura Atoian

